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Environmentally Sensitive 
join 
National Access Awareness Week Celebrations 


For the first time ever, persons disabled by 
environmental sensitivities are included in National Access 
Awareness Week (26 May 1991). "We are extremely pleased to 
join the cross-disability movement" said Chris Brown, 
president of the Ottawa Branch of the Allergy and 
Environmental Health Association. "We join persons with 
other disabilities in calling for increased accessibility, 
and for the 'demedicalization' of disability.' 


People with sensitivities are like birch trees, the 
first in the forest to show adverse effects of pollution. 
Although the problem has been around for generations, 
susceptibility to low-level exposures may severely restrict 
activities except in a co-operative community. 


Recently the Ottawa Branch of AEHA has opened 
discussions with various parties towards making the Ottawa 
community more accessible. The City of Ottawa, for 
instance, is designing the new city hall building to be 
more accessible. Both universities have agreed to give 
reasonable accommodation to members of this disabled group. 


On Thursday, representatives will meet with Regional 
Health Officials to open discussions about special public 
health needs and accessibility issues. The Health Unit has 
agreed to discuss public health concerns with consumers 
directly, instead of refering to the medical community. 

"We're the perfect argument for 'demedicalization'", 
said Brown. If we had been given a voice of our own it 
would have prevented a lot of suffering, and fee 
resulted in a better environment ‘for everyone" 


Instead of existing in their own right as citizens, 
until recently persons disabled by environmental 
sensitivities found their experience was questioned while 
doctors debated theory. As often happens with disabled 
persons, officialdom discussed their issues with doctors, 
often ignoring the people affected. "When people lose 
control over the expression of their own concerns, they 
lose control of their lives." 


"Disabled persons want to speak for themselves." 
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